
L’Association pour la Protection du Lac des Écorces Inc.
Bark Lake Protective Association Inc.

C.P. 572 Pointe Claire QC Canada H9R 4S7 
blpa.aple@gmail.com 

www.blpa.ca

Dear Bark Lakers,

The summer of 2016 will probably go 
down as one of the longest summers I have 
ever seen. I mean that in a good way. I can 
always tell if it has been a good summer 
by how many rain days we have at the 
golf course. We usually see 6-8 rain out 
days per summer and they always seem to 
be on a weekend. Not this year! One rain 
day all summer! That means Bark Lakers 
enjoyed a banner year at the lake. I cannot 
remember a better September at Bark lake. 
I hope many of you were able to enjoy the 
extended summer weather at your cottages.

By the time you are reading this, summer 
will be a distant memory. I hope you all had 
a happy and safe holiday season.

The environment and protection of our 
water quality remains the top priority of 
the BLPA. Water quality testing and our 
collaboration with the CCE of Barkmere, 
are just a couple of the activities that we 
undertake to monitor our water quality. We 
are very fortunate that the overall quality 
of our water is high, which we can never 
take for granted. We must all continue to be 
vigilant if we are to maintain our quality of 
life around the lake.

If you haven’t heard by now, our lake is 
under attack by one of the most invasive 

plant species that exists in Canada (Milfoil). 
We have been in a prevent defense for 
decades and we now have to go on the 
offence. The data seems to be indicating 
that the plant was brought to the lake via 
an outside source and not from other lakes 
upstream. That is the good news, but also 
frustrating news in that there was nothing 
we could do to prevent the introduction of 
milfoil to our lake.

The BLPA would like to extend our sincere 
gratitude to our Mayor and the Council for 
their immediate action and concrete steps to 
reverse the current situation. Thank you to 
each of you for going above and beyond the 
call of duty!

The BLPA will be working closely with the 
town to keep all Bark Lakers informed on 
the latest news regarding milfoil including 
any steps we as citizens can perform to help 
keep milfoil at bay. NUMBER ONE RULE 
IS DO NOT TOUCH! NUMBER TWO IS 
REPORT!

This year’s BLPA events were well attended 
and participants enjoyed the updated look 
of Goulden Island. I am pleased to say 
there will be more improvements for next 
year some of which have already been 
completed. Denis Castonguay deserves 
a big thank you for working with Dick 
O’Shaughnessy and the town to get the 

renovations completed. The success of 
BLPA events depends completely on the 
volunteers that help organize and then run 
the events. I would like to extend many 
thanks to all the volunteers who helped 
make 2016 a great year for the BLPA. 

The BLPA board will be working hard over 
the winter to bring new information to Bark 
Lakers regarding the protection of our water 
quality and health of the shoreline. There is 
a lot of information regarding wakes from 
our boats and what we can do to minimize 
the effect.

On a personal note I would like to thank 
Donna Florence for all her years of service 
to the BLPA. Unfortunately in the moment 
you often only realize how important 
someone is until they move on or retire. 
When Donna decided it was time to take a 
break we sat down and she provided a list 
of the things she has been on top for years. 
The rest of us had a moment of panic! 

Thank you Donna from all of us!

I wish you all the very best in the New 
Year and look forward to seeing you this 
summer!

Bob Palo
President BLPA
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This past summer the annual Bruce 
Henderson Community Service Award was 
presented by the Henderson family at the 
regatta.

This award is open to all BLPA members. 
There is a committee of 4 BLPA members 
who review all submissions and choose 
a winner.If you have read the article on 
volunteers in this edition of the Journal 
you see we have many worthy candidates.
Perhaps you would consider nominating 
someone next spring.

This year’s winner was Jim Tooley.

Below is the submission the BLPA received 
nominating Jim.

Nomination of Jim Tooley.

I am putting forward Jim Tooley as a 
candidate for this year’s recipient of the 
Bruce Henderson Community Service 
Award.

Jim,his wife Marilyn and his children Doug 
and Kristen arrived on the shores Bark Lake 
in 1980.

He has been an active member of the BLPA 
since his arrival on the lake and spends 
summers and much of the winter here. He is 
a fierce defender for Bark Lake.

He joined the BLPA Executive in 1998 and 
served on the board until 2009. He  held 
several positions such as financial officer 
and liaison officer.

He served on the New Shelter committee 
in 1998-2000 as finance officer and raised 
the +$16,000 that paid for this community 
project.

He regularly attends Town meetings and is 
always au courrant on what is happening.

Council over the years has solicited advice 
from him on many issues.

In 1995 he took on a project to create 
the walking trail around the shoreline of 
Goulden Island and has quietly maintained 
it all these years.

Jim quietly springs into action when he 
perceives a threat. The environmental fund 
is one he was instrumental in creating and 
has shepherded.

There is no one that represents more the 
spirit of this community and no one who 
wants to preserve the beauty and the natural 
state of the lake, as much as Jim Tooley 
does.

It is with great pleasure that I nominate Jim 
a the 3rd recipient of Bruce Henderson 
Community service award.

BRUCE HENDERSON COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD WINNER

Doug Tooley accepting the BHCS award 
on behalf of his father, Jim Tooley

2017 Winter Wonderland!
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Reprint from Volume 17—Issue 4 

There are some pretty important, 
fundamental practices that must guide us 
as we navigate the narrows. First, when 
approaching the narrows, position yourself 
in such a way that allows you to see beyond 
the crossing so you can figure out if anyone 
is coming. 

Please don’t swim in the narrows, nor 
linger near. If you want to drift, sail or just 
sit, find another spot on Bark Lake. Always 
keep right of the flashing light, which is 
in keeping with staying to the right when 
driving on the lake.

The requirement, as posted, is to reduce 
your speed to 5 mph in the narrows. Keep 
in mind cutting your speed abruptly causes 
an excess of waves which promotes the 
erosion of the shoreline. So gradually 
reduce your speed as you’re approaching 
the narrows and enjoy the journey. It is a 
lovely, unique spot.

2016 BARGE PICKUP

The Barge Pickup weekend was held on 
August 12 and 13th, 2016. This was the 
third year that the service has been offered 
to BLPA members and it is a collaborative 
effort between the Town of Barkmere, the 
BLPA and Dick O'Shaughnessy.  

None of the organizers and volunteers 
could have predicted the activity from 
this year. After removing multiple loads of 
metal, furniture and other unwanted items 
from previous years, this year's pickup was 
the biggest ever representing roughly 15 
percent of lake homes.

2014: 22 residents 
2015: 21 residents 
2016: 29 residents

Dick made two full trips with the barge and 
multiple trips with his other work boats. 
Again items included old construction 
materials, metal pipes and tanks, 
appliances, furniture, gas barbecues, plastic 
outdoor furniture as well as toxic items 
such as old gasoline and oil, paints and 
varnishes, and batteries.

The Ville de Barkmere offers a mini-
ecocenter drop-off area at the landing 
for unwanted items twice a summer, the 
second of which coincides with the barge 
pickup weekend. Residents can always drop 
off smaller items on those weekends and 

they will be disposed of by the Town.

We hope to offer this service again in 2017, 
please refer to the 2017 calendar of events 
that will be distributed with the membership 
package next spring.

We would also like to thank the following 
volunteers who offered to help with this 
event, their service is greatly appreciated:

LARRY MCNALLY 
PETER KALIL 
COREY WALKER 
JUSTIN WALKER 
GORDON POPE 
ROB BELLS 
DICK O'SHAUGHNESSY 
MARK UCHWAT 
BOB PALO 
JEAN DUBOIS 
JIM TOOLEY 
LEA HARDCASTLE 
JACK JONES

A special heartfelt thanks to Dick 
O'Shaughnessy and his team, without Dick, 
this event could not have been held and 
would not have been as successful as it 
was. Thank you Dick!!

Peter Kalil
Treasurer, BLPA

Bigger Than Ever !! NAVIGATING THE NARROWS

 BAY REPS

Miller Bay 
Susan deSchulthess

Patry Bay 
Janice Sullivan

The Narrows 
Charles Le Guen

Green Bay 
Teresa Roti

Wentworth Bay 
Barb Jack  
& Marjorie Jack

Silver Bay  
François Saint-Georges

Cope Bay 
Sandra Matteau 
& Joan Hoskins
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Lea Hardcastle
Jack Jones
Peter Kalil
Donna Florence

THANK YOU

Alec Bretzel
Denis Castonguay
Donna Florence
Lea Hardcastle
Peter Kalil
Bob Palo

Clara Lloyd
Annika Palo
Dave Castonguay
Stefani Palo
William Lloyd

Sandra Matteau
Donna Florence
Paul Florence
Joan Hoskins
Joanne McDiarmid

Amber Olmstead
Maren Mehnert 
Barbara Jack
Barb Pope
Luc Trépanier
Andreas Eickelschulte
Rainer Fink
Denis Castonguay
Jean Dubois
Richard Hadley
Sascha Lewald
Stephen Lloyd 
Robin Trudel 
Bob Palo
Bob Mearns
Carole Perron
Christine Kalil 
John Neale
Greg Hoskins
Rob Bells
Denis Castonguay
Clara Lloyd 
Sylvie Bouchard
Chantal Raymond
Luc Trépanier 
Junior BLPA
Morleigh Smith
Issy Lougheed
The Dubois / Boelen 
Family

Janet Hardcastle
Lea Hardcastle
Charles Le Guen
Donna Florence
Sylvie Bouchard
Richard Silbert

Paul Florence
Rob Bells
Greg Hoskins
Lea Hardcastle
Jack Jones
Donna Florence
Barb Jack
Rob Jack
Mary Jack
Peter Kalil

Once again we are publishing our list of volunteers. On behalf of every Barkmere 
resident we thank these many members who have volunteered their time & talent.

We would like to thank those people who volunteered with the appearance of 
milfoil. The Town put out a call for help and was inundated with citizens wanting 
to help. There were actually more volunteers than they were able to use. The 
Town of Barkmere will unfortunately need help with the milfoil on an ongoing 
basis. Please consider helping in 2017.

Island Clean up BLPA Board

Junior BLPA 

Season Opener

Susan De Schulthess
Joan Hoskins
Teresa Roti
Sandra Matteau
Janice Sullivan
Charles Le Guen
Marjorie Jack
Barb Jack

Bay Reps

Teresa Roti
Samantha McDougall
Jean-Christophe Hamelin
Ken Walker
Paul Florence
Jean Dubois
Michelle Boelen 
Denis Castonguay
Robin Trudel 
Corey Walker 
Marie-Élaine Duranceau
Chris Uchway 
Lindsey Ackroyd
Jason Gillette
Jayden Gillette
Stephen Lloyd 
Marie Hélène Gautier

Junior Activities

Dick O'Shaughnessy
Larry McNally
Peter Kalil
Corey Walker 
Justin Walker
Gordon Pope
Rob Bells
Mark Uchwat
Bob Palo
Jean Dubois
Jim Tooley
Lea Hardcastle 
Jack Jones

Barge Pick-up

Regatta

Corn Roast

Journal & Website

Apologies if we missed 
anyone and let us know!

The Annual Volunteer list for 2016 is here!
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EURASIAN WATER-MILFOIL

CRE Laurentides announces a new tool for the 
protection of lakes - Aquatic exotic invasive plants: 
Eurasian water-milfoil

In September CRE Laurentides announced the 
publication of a guide on the Eurasian Milfoil. This 
invasive exotic aquatic plant has been found in about 
forty lakes in the region. The guide provides hints 
to help you distinguish Eurasian Milfoil from similar 
native species of aquatic plants naturally present 
in lakes. It also provides details on how to avoid 
transporting this plant from one body of water to 
another thus preventing or slowing its spread. Since 
a simple fragment of the plant can be the cause of an 
invasion.  

The guide is available here on the CRE Laurentides 
website.  Paper copies are also available contact us at 
blpa.aple@gmail.com
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