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Dear Bark Lakers,

As of today I am not sure I can call this my 
spring message to the BLPA! The threat 
of another snow storm this weekend and 
continued freezing temperatures may have 
this year’s ice out date set a new record for 
Bark lake!

Surely better weather will soon grace us 
and our attention can turn to opening the 
cottage and getting our boats back in the 
water. Remember to be cautious right after 
ice out. There is always the chance of 
floating logs that you cannot see above the 
surface.

All of this summer’s BLPA events are listed 
on the Calendar of Events included in 
this journal. We hope to see everyone at 
this years AGM June 23rd at 4pm and the 
season opener right after the AGM. 

A special request for volunteers for the 
annual spring clean up of Goulden Island 
and also a crew to help clean up after this 
year’s Regatta. Please contact us via the 
website if you can lend a hand this year.

There are many challenges facing the lake 
from an environmental perspective that 
require all of our attention:

• Milfoil 
• Safe navigation to minimize wakes and  
 their effects on the shoreline 
• Debate over what to do with existing  
 cribs in need of repair (full details here)

This year’s membership drive is crucial for 
the BLPA. If you have let your membership 
slide or just forgot to join, please take the 
time this year to sign up and join your voice 
in our collective effort to mitigate the 

environmental impact of our footprint on 
and around the lake.

Joining has never been easier! You can join 
here at BLPA.ca

I hope you enjoy the spring journal, there 
are articles from each department of the 
BLPA. 

Look forward to seeing all of you at this 
year’s AGM.

Best regards,

Bob Palo
President BLPA
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BRUCE HENDERSON COMMUNITY SERVICE AWARD

The BHCSA trophy will be awarded yearly 
at the Regatta to the person nominated by 
the community who best embodies the spirit 
of Bruce.

Previous BHCSA winners

2017 - Donna Florence 

2016 - Jim Tooley

2015 - Ken Walker 

2014 - Robin deSchulthess

Looking for nominations!!

The BLPA needs your nominations for the 
2017 BRUCE HENDERSON COMMUNITY 
SERVICE AWARD. This community relies 
heavily on volunteers and there are so many 
worthy recipients.

So please send us your nominations by July 
15th. The guidelines follow.

Guidelines:

1. Open to BLPA members 

2. Nominations close July 15th, 2017

3. Nominees have made contributions to 
the Barkmere Community.

4. Nominees may be an individual or a 
group.

5. The winner(s) will be chosen by a 
committee which includes 1 BLPA board 
member and 4 BLPA members-at-large

6. Only nominations submitted in the 
current year are considered.

7. The winner will be announced yearly 
at the Regatta and the plaque will be 
presented during the lunch break

8. If no nominations have been submitted, 
the BLPA board will nominate one or 
more candidates.

9. Please forward all nominations to the 
BLPA. Include the following. 

your name, phone number and LDE 

the name of the nominee(s), their phone 
number(s) and LDE 

the reasons why you feel your nominee 
should be considered for the award.

Please submit your nomination to the BLPA: 
BLPA.APLE@gmail.com.

2017 BHCS AWARD 

In 2014, as part of the BLPA Centennial 
celebration, the BLPA inaugurated the Bruce 
Henderson Community Service Award. 

It is named in honour of Bruce who died in 
2011. He spent his 40 years at Bark Lake 
working tirelessly to protect this wonderful 
place. Bruce's accomplishments include 
10 years as BLPA president, a term as town 
councillor, work on many committees and 
author of both the BLPA Handbook and a 
Bark Lake history.

The trophy is awarded yearly to the person 
nominated by the community who best 
embodies the spirit of Bruce.

The 2017 Winner of the award is 
Donna Florence
Donna and her husband Paul arrived on 
Bark Lake in 1987 and quickly became an 
active member of the BLPA. 

Donna served on the BLPA board in 2002 
and was responsible for the development of 
the Bay Representative Program, as well as 
directing many of the events.

Donna joined the Barkmere Town Council 
in November 2002 and served 7 years until 
November 2009 in many positions, Landing 
Management, Fire, Urbanism Committee 
(CCU).

Donna returned to the BLPA in 2013 as 
Town Liaison and Bay Representatives 
Management.

Donna took on the management of BLPA’s 
Centennial Family Day in August 2014 
which was a huge success.

Donna continues to be a pivotal person on 
the Lake and we thank her for all her years 
of Bark Lake community service.
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EVENTS 2017 LARGE ITEM BARGE PICKUP

We are excited for the 2018 Summer 
Season to start and see you all once again 
up at Bark lake. 

Our events for the season kick off with our 
Season Opener on June 23. 

Back by popular demand this year is our 
family dance party which will be hosted 
again at our new town hall which allows 
everyone in Barkmere, including those 
without a boat to come and join in the 
fun. As a result from your feedback, the 
family dance party will be held during 
the construction holidays to allow for the 
opportunity for more people to attend.

Also as a result of your feedback, we have 
switched S’mores night to earlier in the 
season and Family Movie night to later in 
the season taking into consideration sunset 
hours.

The Regatta will continue to test friendships 
and sportsmanship and will be held on 
August 4th, 2018. We continue to look for 
volunteers for the Regatta especially for 
set up and clean up. We can’t do it alone.  
Please come and show your support and 
help.

The Season will end with everyone’s 

favorite event, the Corn Roast and back 
again this year we will tantalize your taste 
buds with new flavors to discover on your 
corn.

If you have any innovative or creative ideas 
that can help us improves BLPA member 
experience on Bark lake, do not hesitate to 
contact me.

We need your help to continue to make 
these events a success. Please email me 
directly at Teresa.roti@gmail.com

Thank you for your time and participation.

Teresa

For the fourth summer, the large item Barge 
pickup was held on August 11 and 12 
2017 as a collaborative effort between the 
BLPA, The Town of Barkmere and Dick 
O’Shaughnessy.

Property owners on the lake who are also 
BLPA members benefit from a free large 
item pickup to help remove and dispose of 
items that they otherwise could not move 
themselves.

We are pleased to announce that in 2017 
versus 2016 the number of pickups has 
decreased from 28 to 21. This is the lowest 
number of pickups since inception. It was 
also noticeable to the volunteers helping to 
unload the barge that the volume of waste 
was significantly less than previous years. 
Could it be that we are making a difference 
and the majority of unwanted waste has 
been removed?  

This is a community effort and without the 
help of citizen volunteers, this important 
service would not be offered, and we 
would like to acknowledge and thank the 
volunteers who helped unload the barge:

Rob Bells, Marc Olivier Duschene, Jack 
Jones, Robert Kalil, Chris Robinson, Chris 
Uchwat, Mark Uchwat, Corey Walker and 
his little helpers Justin Walker and Geoff 
Miller.

Equally important in playing critical roles 
for the pickup service are:

Dave Williams Roy – Town of Barkmere 
Dick O’Shaughnessy 
Shane O’Shaughnessy

The service will be offered again in 2018, 
projected to be in the month of August, 
exact dates yet to be confirmed. 
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Remember the following Do’s 
and Don’ts of Eurasian Milfoil:
DO:

1. Do educate yourself about milfoil so you 
can help with surveillance as you enjoy 
your summer on the lake. There are flyers 
at the town hall and a live sample in the 
aquarium. Links for websites providing 
excellent sources of information are 
available on the Town’s website.

2. Do monitor the shoreline in front of 
your property! All you need is a mask 
and snorkel and some knowledge of what 
to look for. If you see something suspect 
– notify Town management as soon as 
possible and mark the area with the small 
marker buoys available in the shelter area of 
the landing. The team will visit and confirm 
the presence or not of milfoil and keep you 
informed.

3. Do volunteer to assist the dive team 

when you are at the lake!

4. Do continue to be vigilant about ensuring 
no foreign watercraft enters the lake without 
being washed!

DON’T:

1. Do not touch or attempt to remove ANY 
suspected plants from the lake! There is 
a special technique for the safe removal 
of milfoil and training and experience is 
required.

2. Don’t boat near any sensitive areas of the 
lake! They will be marked and/or periodic 
communications will be provided on the 
locations of these sensitive areas around the 
lake.

3. Do not wakeboard or otherwise create 
large waves ANYWHERE on the lake!

4. Don’t encourage any visitors with float 
planes to come to the lake! We cannot 
control where a  float plane has been and 

they can easily transport and introduce 
milfoil and other invasive species to the 
lake. 

A short guide available here 
https://crelaurentides.org/images/images_site/
documents/guides/guide_myriophylle_AN.pdf

EURASIAN WATER-MILFOIL

 BAY REPS

Bay Representatives are your link to the 
BLPA. They can answer many of your 
questions and take any concerns you have 
to the board.

The summer of 2017 was a good one for 
the Bay Rep organization. We would like 
to give a special mention to Marjorie and 
Barbara Jack who opened their cottage to 
the community on July 15th. The Bay rep 
idea of community spirit and development 
was at the forefront. 

We would also like to thank all the bay reps 
for spreading the word about the BLPA. 
One of our bay reps (Sandra Matteau) was 
particularly active in helping to keep the 
BLPA membership list up to date, and to 
provide the opportunity for our organization 
to get new cottagers interested.

We also had some bay reps who doubled 
their contribution to the BLPA as Bay reps 

and as board members. In doing so Teresa 
Roti, Lyndsey Ackroyd and Marc Olivier 
Duchesne were active to say the least.

That being said we are looking to keep 
the momentum going next year. Our goal 
is for all property owners and cottagers to 
know about the BLPA. The bay reps are an 
essential part of that goal.

We are actively looking for individuals 
who would help with this important part 
of the BLPA. Perhaps 2 friends could do it 
together.  It is an excellent way to meet your 
neighbors.

Please give it your consideration. If you 
have questions you can email us.

These are the Bay Captains for 2018:

Miller Bay 
Susan deSchulthess

Patry Bay 
Janice Sullivan

The Narrows 
Charles Le Guen

Green Bay 
Teresa Roti & Jason Gillette

Wentworth Bay 
Barb Jack & Marjorie Jack

Cope Bay 
Sandra Matteau & Joan Hoskins 

Silver Bay 
Lyndsey Ackroyd

The Village 
Marc-Olivier Duchesne

Contact Ron Mearns, (Bay rep director) if 
you have any questions, 
ron.mearns@xtl.com 
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THE BLPA SAILING REGATTA

The BLPA Sailing Regatta will be held 
Saturday July 21st at 1pm at the Elliott’s in 
Wentworth Bay (LED 6150). Alternate date: 
Sunday July 22nd at 11am in case of rain. 
The 2017 Sailing Regatta had 10 sailors 
competing for two trophies (Barkmere 
Trophy est. 1962 & Barkmere Bowl est. 
1974). Don't forget about the lesser known 
BLPA sailing trophies for sailing canoe 
(Sailing Canoe Race Bark Lake Regatta) and 
Sunfish (W. Sherwin Trophy). There are still 
some of these classes on the lake just asking 
to be raced. Please remember that this race 
is open to all BLPA members so please feel 
free to attend.

If you are without a sailboat there are still 
many ways to participate. Volunteers are 
always welcome to act as race committee or 
rescue boats. If you simply wish to spectate 
from your boat also feel free. Sailboats on 

a warm summer day are a beautiful sight 
to behold. Please remember that sailboats 
are small, light and have a center of gravity 
much higher than on motor boat. Even the 
smallest wake on a clam day can cause a 
sailboat to pitch about wildly or crash into 
docks causing damage.

The Bark Lake Sailing Club is always open 
to new members looking to participate in 
our friendly sailing races each weekend 
during the summer. A yearly Calendar is 
sent by email each spring and schedules 
are posted at the landing and Duncan road. 
If you have any questions regarding the 
BLSC, the BLPA sailing regatta or sailing in 
general on Bark Lake please contact BLSC 
Commodore Grant Elliott grantalias@gmail.
com.

Grant Elliott 
BLSC Commadore  
grantalias@gmail.com

In an Emergency

Don’t forget. We have an excellent 911 
service.

Why not print out the page that 
accompanies this and post it where family 
and guests can see it. 

In an emergency it is the information you 
need immediately.

MY LDE _______________________ 

FIRST RESPONDER AND FIRE 
DEPARTMENT EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 

In case of an emergency:

1. CALL 911 

2. Do you have road access? 

 YES Give your Barkmere road address,  
 number and street  
 Example: 78 Duncan Road EAST in  
 Barkmere 

 No Give your LDE address EXACTLY 
 Example: 8450 Lac des    
 Écorces in Barkmere 

3. DO NOT GO TO THE LANDING 

4. Emergency Services. First Responders  
 and/or the Fire Department will go to  
 your home

911 SERVICE 

Moving?

Send us your new address

Bark Lake Protective Association

C.P. 572 Pointe-Claire, QC

H9R 4S7

or e-mail us at: blpa.aple@gmail.com
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GOULDEN ISLAND

Hello Bark Lakers

We are quickly approaching a new season. Last year we 
saw major improvements to our facilities. Here are a few 
pictures of what it looked like at the end of summer.

Many new benches were added and a few of them are still 
for Sale. Here are a few of the existing placards. Contact 
any of us if you are interested.

More projects are in progress!!   If you see anything that 
needs improvement or if you have any ideas give us a call!  

Thanks to all the volunteers who have helped us last 
season and looking forward to see you all soon!   Your 
help is always very appreciated. 

Denis Castonguay 

Property manager

514-946-1507
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